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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held Thursday 16th October in Amy Robsart Hall 

 
PRESENT: Cllr D Niemann (Chair), Cllr D Daly (Vice-Chair), Cllr D Candy, Cllr A Knight, 

Cllr P Welland, Cllr S Wood and the Clerk/RFO, Sarah Harvey 
Members of the Public – 3 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Welcome from the Chair: The Chair welcomed all those present to the meeting. 
2. Apologies for Absence:  Apologies for absence were noted from Borough Councillor C Morley.   
3. Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items:  None. 

 
4. The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th September 2025 were circulated before the meeting.  It was 

PROPOSED by Cllr S Wood, SECONDED by Cllr D Candy and AGREED that the minutes were a 
correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair, Cllr D Niemann.   
 

5. Parishioner’s Questions and Statements (15 minutes):  The applicants (Planning Application – 4 
Manor Grange (Ref: 25/01536/F) attended the meeting and provided a comprehensive overview of 
their planning application. 
 

6. To consider the Clerks Report (Matters arising for information only):   
Litter Pick:  it was noted that the BCKLWN had apologised for there being no bags within the litter 
picking kits and noted that this was an error on their part, as they did normally supply them as part of 
the kit.  The larger items that had been reported had been tasked to an operative to collect when he 
was next in the area. 
Update on new Council domain name and email accounts:  The new email accounts would be 
officially in use from 1st November, at which point all official Council channels would be updated to 
reflect the new contact details.  The current Clerk’s email address would continue to be monitored to 
ensure a smooth transition, and any contacts using it would be advised of the new address. 
The deadline for the Winter Edition of The Natterjack was noted as the 10th November. Regular 

contributors would be contacted from 22nd October to request their submissions ahead of the deadline. 
 

7. To receive a report from County Councillor Michael Chenery: no report was received. 

8. To receive a report from Borough Councillor Chris Morley:  Borough Councillor C Morley provided 
a written report, noting the following: 
The revised CIL process now designated only 20% of funding for Parish applications, with a 50% match 
funding requirement remaining in place. Training would be available for Clerks. For parishes without an 
adopted Neighbourhood Plan, applications would need to demonstrate alignment with a Parish 
Investment Plan. The existing assessment criteria (“brownie points” system) is being revised. 
Devolution and local government reorganisation plans were progressing, with a public consultation 
expected to be launched by the Government in November. 
Cash flow may again be constrained in the New Year; therefore, precept payments may be split into two 
instalments as previously. Full details on fees and charges, as well as updates on the second home 
premium, would be provided in time to support precept setting. Current projections indicated a 4.1% 
increase in charges, and overall budget improvements over the past two years provide greater 
confidence for future investment. 
The apartments recently completed on Southend Road, Hunstanton, would now be marketed publicly 
by Fine and Country, as the previous restriction limiting sales to local residents had been lifted. 
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9 Casual Vacancy – to note the resignation of Cllr K Jordan:  it was noted that a letter of resignation 
had been received from Councillor K Jordan following the September Parish Council meeting.   
The Council were advised that the Local Election Rules 2006 require a Casual Vacancy to be 
advertised on the Notice Board and Parish Council Website for a period of 14 days.  If within the 14 
days of the date of the notice a request, in writing, that an election should be held to fill the vacancy, 
signed by ten local government electors of the Ward is given to the Proper Officer (BCKLWN), then an 
election would need to be held.  If no such request is received by the Proper Officer (BCKLWN), the 
Parish Council would take the necessary steps to fill the vacancy by co-option. 
 

10. Planning: 
10.1 To consider plans at the time of publishing: None. 
10.2 To consider plans since publication of agenda:  

SUPPORT - 25/01536/F - 2 storey rear extension to dwelling at 4 Manor Grange. 
10.3 To consider outcomes of planning – approved/withdrawn by the Borough Council: 

25/01117/F - HOUSEHOLDER- Proposed Single Storey Extension to Rear to provide disability  
access/accommodation 21 The Broadlands The Street. 
Application Refused - 18 September 2025 - Delegated Decision 

 
11. Finance:  
11.1 To note accounts for payment funder the Late Payments Interest Act (1998):  None. 
11.2 To approve the accounts for payment in October: 

TTSR Ltd (Grounds Maintenance, Invoice 5 of 7)        458.78 BACS 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Limited Assurance Review of AGAR 2024/25)      252.00 BACS 
Sarah Harvey (Defibrillator Adult & Paediatric Pads)        254.40 BACS 
Clerk’s Salary & Expenses (18th September to 15th October 2025)      374.01 BACS 
HMRC Income Tax Payment               5.00 BACS 

11.3 To note the finance received during September 2025: 
BCKLWN (Parish Precept - Second Six Monthly Instalment)                       7,936.00 
Credit Interest (Instant Access Account)                     65.18 

11.4 To approve the September 2025 financial statement:  it was AGREED to accept the September 
2025 statement, which was signed by the Chair, Cllr D Niemann. 

11.5 To note the 1st April to 30th September 2025 Budget vs Actual Financial Review:  Members 
noted the financial report showing income £5,081.66 above budget and expenditure £7,471.31 
below budget for the period. The Council remains in a positive net position of £12,553.13. The report 
was noted. 

11.6 To receive the External Auditor’s Report following the Limited Assurance Review of AGAR 
2024/25:  it was noted that PKF Littlejohn had completed their review of the AGAR for 2024/25 and 
that no issues had been brought to the Council’s attention.  The Notice of Conclusion of Audit along 
with sections 1,2 and 3 of the AGAR would be available to view on the notice board and parish 
council website.   

11.7 To agree a donation to St Mary’s Church for VJ Day bell ringing:  it was considered and 
AGREED to make a donation of £25.00. 

11.8 To approve a donation to the Royal British Legion:  it was AGREED that a donation of £50 
should be made to the Royal British Legion. 
 

12. Governance 

12.1 To review and adopt an IT Policy:  Members considered the draft IT Policy, prepared to meet new 
requirements under Assertion 10 – Digital and Data Compliance (effective April 2025). The Policy 
sets out procedures for data security, use of council IT and email systems, backup arrangements, 
and password/access management to ensure compliance with UK GDPR and good digital 
governance.  It was RESOLVED that the IT Policy be approved and adopted. 

12.2 To review and adopt a Safeguarding Policy:  Members reviewed the draft Safeguarding Policy, 
confirming the Council’s commitment to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults in 
relation to its services and activities. It was noted that inclusion of ROSPA-led playground 
inspections and appropriate DBS checks strengthens governance and supports future grant funding 
applications for play equipment.  It was RESOLVED that the Safeguarding Policy be approved and 
adopted. 

12.3 To review and adopt an Equality and Diversity Policy:  Members considered the draft Equality 
and Diversity Policy, which confirmed the Council’s commitment to equality of opportunity, 



Syderstone Parish Council 
16th October 2025 

Page 3 of 4 
Agendas and minutes can be found at www.syderstonevillageandpc.info 

 
 

eliminating discrimination and promoting positive community relations. Adoption of the policy 
ensures compliance with the Equality Act 2010 and supports an inclusive approach to all Council 
activities. 
It was RESOLVED that the Equality and Diversity Policy be approved and adopted. 
 

13. Parish Councillors Reports 
13.1  Village Speedwatch and relocating of SAM2 signs:  Cllr P Welland reported that Speed Watch 

sessions continued to be held on a regular basis and that the SAM2 Sign was currently situated on 
Mill Lane. 

13.2  Attendance at the Priority Setting Meeting (formerly SNAP):  Cllr P Welland reported that he 
next session was planned for 20th October. 

13.3 Playground Weekly Inspection Reports:  Cllr D Daly reported that the hedge cuttings that had 
been deposited on the playing field had been removed, and all perimeter hedging had been cut.   

13.4  Monitoring of Street Lights and Fire Hydrant List:  no issues were noted. 
13.5 NCF – Jack’s Lane Wind Farm Community Fund Pane: Cllr D Candy suggested that with 

applications for the Jack’s Lane Wind Farm being invited in the early new year, some thought 
should be given to an application for 2026. 

13.6 Defibrillator on wall of ARVH:  it was noted that there were no issues and that regular reports 
continued to be sent to WEBNOS.  It was also noted that the new pads for the defibrillator had 
been received and that defibrillator training with the East of England Air Ambulance was to be 
arranged. 

 
14. Updates and on-going items 
14.1 Update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan:  Cllr S Wood advised that the Neighbourhood 

Plan Referendum would take place on Thursday 30th October. 
14.2 Update on Emergency Plan:  Cllr D Niemann reported that the draft Emergency Plan continued to 

be updated. The updated version would be circulated to Parish Councillors and the Borough 
Council’s Emergency Planning Officer for review on completion 

14.3 Update on the streetlight at Norman Way:  A response was received from Borough Cllr Chris 
Morley regarding funding for the streetlight replacement. He advised that no grant could currently be 
brought forward without breaching Borough Council rules. He suggested that the Parish Council 
should either use reserves and recover costs gradually through future precepts or wait for the capital 
grant cycle in the New Year. 
Councillors were reminded of the quotation for the removal of the streetlight outside 12 Norman 
Way:  Total cost: £2,340.00 (including VAT) 
Due to the significant cost, funding options would continue to be explored. The Clerk advised that 
Parish Councils were generally expected to fund street lighting maintenance, although external 
contributions may be available where community benefit or environmental improvements could be 
demonstrated. 
The Council resolved to review the situation at the January meeting, allowing parishioners the 
opportunity to comment, particularly as the darker winter period may highlight safety or visibility 
concerns resulting from the absence of the streetlight. 

 
15 Open Spaces 
15.1 To agree the siting of the ‘Tommy’ silhouette’ and arrangements for Remembrance Sunday:  

Cllr P Welland AGREED to erect the ‘Tommy’ silhouette’ and the ‘Poppy Fall’ would also be put in 
place.  It was noted that a permit had been secured for its temporary placement from Norfolk County 
Council.  Cllr D Candy AGREED to attend the Remembrance Service at the Church and would lay 
the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. 

15.2 To agree arrangements for removal of the withies around the lime tree, village green:  it was 
agreed that the withies around the lime tree would be removed by parishioner’s volunteers acting on 
behalf of the Parish Council and therefore covered under the Parish Council’s insurance. Cllr D 
Niemann recorded the Council’s thanks to those volunteering to carry out the work. 

 
16 Correspondence 

The following correspondence was noted as received:   
16.1 Damage to Gravestone, St Mary’s Churchyard. 
16.2 BCKLWN, LGR Update for Parishes. 
16.3 BCKLWN, Neighbourhood Planning Notice of Referendum. 
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17. A resolution to adjourn the meeting for Parishioners Questions and Statements:  None. 
18. To receive items for next Agenda:  Village Hall Representative Report, Grant Application for 

Jack’s Lane CBF. 
19. To note the date of the next Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 20th November at 7.30 p.m.  
 

Meeting closed: 8.25 pm. 
 
 
 
………………………………………Chair, 25th September 2025 
 

THESE MINUTES ARE UNCONFIRMED UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


