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Welcome to the Winter edition of The Natterjack! 
As we head into the winter months, the Parish Council would like to thank 
everyone for their continued support and involvement in village life 
throughout the year. A special thank you goes to everyone who helped 
create the poppy cascade in 2024, and to those who kindly sent in their 
wonderful photos featured on the front and back covers — a beautiful 
tribute and a true reflection of our community spirit.  
As always, The Natterjack shares village news, events, and stories, helping 
to keep our community connected through the seasons. Proudly funded 
by the Parish Council, it’s your newsletter — so if you have any local news, 
memories, or updates to share, we’d love to hear from you. 
The Parish Council would also like to wish all residents a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy 2026. Here’s to another year of community spirit, 
neighbourly support, and working together to make Syderstone an even 
better place to live! 

Please Contact: Sarah Harvey 
Tel: 01328 823391 | E:  clerk@syderstone-pc.gov.uk 

SPRING EDITION DEADLINE for contributions 9th February 2026 

SYDERSTONE PARISH COUNCILLORS 
Dawn Niemann – Chair        01485 576217 
Dave Daly – Vice-Chair      01485 576222 
Debs Candy        07951 317570 
Andy Knight        07973 741098  
Paul Welland       01485 576249 
Simon Wood       01485 576297 
 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Harvey     01328 823391 
Parish correspondence:  
By post: Byanoak, Leicester Road, South Creake, NR21 9PW 
Email: clerk@syderstone-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.syderstonevillageandpc.info 
 

Parish Council meetings - all take place at 7.30pm:  The next meeting dates 
are, 11th December/15th January/19th February 
 

For up to date information for meetings please visit the Parish Council website - 
www.syderstonevillageandpc.info 
 

Members of the public are welcome and there is an opportunity to make  
comments or ask questions of the Council during the first part of the meeting. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syderstonevillageandpc.info%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C1ce73c8274494910783a08dc6ab39095%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638502566660355648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syderstonevillageandpc.info%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C1ce73c8274494910783a08dc6ab39095%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638502566660355648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
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An update from Dawn Niemann, Chair of Syderstone Parish Council 
 

Neighbourhood Plan Referendum 
At long last, the referendum on the proposed Neighbourhood Plan for 
Syderstone took place in the Amy Robsart Village Hall on 30th October. 
The turnout and number of votes cast were in line with the average for 
such referendums, and with 76.2% of votes in favour, the plan was duly 
adopted. 
The Parish Council would like to thank everyone involved in the  
Neighbourhood Plan Group, but especially Cllrs Simon Wood and Dave 
Daly for the enormous amount of effort, time, and dedication they have 
given to this project over several years. It’s no small achievement to get a 
project of this kind over the line — and we’re sure they’re as delighted as 
the rest of us to see it completed! 
 

Playing Field 
On a lighter note, the replacement birds’ nest swing on the playing field 
has now been installed and is proving very popular. We’re also awaiting 
the outcome of the funding application for the proposed field shelter, 
which was suggested by parishioners. Fingers crossed for a positive  
result! 
 

Community Litter Pick – 12th October 
A big thank you to everyone who joined in with the Syderstone  
Community Litter Pick on Sunday 12th October. 
This well-loved event, held twice a year and organised by the Parish 
Council, once again brought people together for some fresh air, light  
exercise, good company, and plenty of laughs. 
It was a real team effort, and we’re very grateful to the volunteers based 
at the Village Hall who helped with coordination and refreshments. The 
trailer collection service for the full bags and larger items was also a huge 
help. 
After a busy morning, everyone enjoyed bacon, sausage, and mushroom 
rolls with hot drinks in the hall. 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who took part and helped make the 
event another great community success! 
 

Streetlight Replacement – Norman Way 
The Parish Council would like to hear residents’ views, particularly from  
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those living in Norman Way, about the possible replacement of the 
streetlight outside No. 12. 
The original light was significantly damaged and had to be removed for 
safety reasons. It is located on land owned by Freebridge, and the cost to 
replace it has been quoted at £2,340.00. The Council approached  
Freebridge to ask whether they might be able to help with funding or 
contribute towards the cost; however, they confirmed that they were 
unable to assist, leaving this as a significant potential expense for the 
Parish Council. 
Despite exploring several other funding options and grant opportunities, 
the Council has so far been unable to secure external support for the 
project. Before making any decisions, the Council would like to hear the 
views of parishioners, particularly those living nearby, on how best to 
proceed. We would welcome comments on whether residents feel the 
replacement is necessary, or whether the cost could reasonably be met 
through the parish precept in a future budget if there is strong support 
to go ahead. 
The Council has resolved to review the situation at the January meeting, 
allowing parishioners the opportunity to comment — particularly as the 
darker winter period may highlight any safety or visibility concerns 
caused by the absence of the streetlight. 
Residents are invited to share their views before the meeting by  
contacting the Parish Clerk at clerk@syderstone-pc.gov.uk, or in writing 
to the Parish Council. 
Your feedback will help the Council decide how best to proceed. 
New Parish Council Email Address 
From 1st November, the Parish Council has a new email address for all 
correspondence:  clerk@syderstone-pc.gov.uk 
The previous email address will still be checked occasionally for a short 
time, and anyone contacting it will receive a reminder of the change. 
Please update your records and use the new address for all future  
communication with the Parish Clerk.  Thank you for your understanding 
and cooperation. 
Parish Council Vacancy 
There is currently a casual vacancy on the Parish Council following the 
resignation of Kimberly Jordan. The Council would like to thank Kimberly  
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sincerely for her time and contribution during her service. 
Once the vacancy has been advertised for the required period, the  
Council will look to co-opt a new member. 
If you’re interested in helping to shape local decisions and support the 
village, we’d love to hear from you. 
Enquiries and application forms will be available from the Parish Clerk, 
and further details will be posted on the village noticeboard and Parish  
Council website. 

OLD SYDERSTONIANS REUNION 4TH OCTOBER 2025 
 

Despite the weather being extremely windy and wet, over 20 of our Old 
Syderstonians braved it to the reunion.  
It was nice to see Judy Napolitano back and looking very well. 
Sadly, we have lost Rhoda Dickerson (nee Harper) since the last reunion, 
a lovely lady who will be much missed. 
It was an afternoon of identifying people on photographs – by the end of 
the afternoon many had been identified – Many thanks to all. 
Rita Childs (nee Allen) recognised Donna Freeman (USA), her brother and 
many of the other children in the Houghton Sports Day photo. 
Michael Parker had a keen audience who were listening to some of the 
‘Syderstone Voices’ recordings. 
The raffle was as good as ever and thanks go to Marian, Michael, Julie 
and Norman for their help. 
In 2026 we are celebrating our 20th year! Amazing. 
The next Reunion is on Saturday 11th April 2026, 2pm at the ARVH. 
 

Sheila Riches: sheilarriches@btinternet.com / 01485 578171. 
 
 

A note from Margaret Fulham (née Allen)………………... 
Many thanks to everyone who works so hard to keep the Syderstone  
reunions going twice a year. It’s always wonderful to catch up with  
everyone. Facebook is great, but it’s no substitute for a face-to-face  
conversation. I always look forward to seeing you all and will continue 
coming for as long as I can. 
My sincere thanks to everyone involved. 
With best wishes, Margaret Fulham (née Allen) 
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SYDERSTONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP - Christmas in Syderstone 
 

Some of our residents have been talking about their childhood  
Christmases some 75 years and more ago. This was a time of larger families, 
scarce money, and no electronic gadgets.  
One of the first signs of Christmas was the special shop window displays put 
up in the village shops. The most exciting part of this would be the toys 
which the children could gaze at. 

One little girl longed for the doll that 
was in the window of Mr. West’s 
shop, and was heartbroken when 
one morning it disappeared. Her 
sadness turned to happiness though 
when on Christmas morning the doll 
she had so wanted appeared in her 
stocking.  
It often snowed at Christmas. On 
Christmas morning the children 

would wake up, and find the gifts that Father Christmas had bought. In their 
stocking or pillow case there might be a toy, some nuts, perhaps an orange, 
and a pair of gloves. 
After opening their presents they would go downstairs to find the house had 
been decorated overnight. Home made paper chains across the ceiling, holly 
along the shelves, and a real Christmas tree in one corner. To make it even 
more exciting the family would be allowed into the sitting room, which was 
only used on very special occasions. 
Now all the preparations for the Christmas dinner would begin. Mother 
would give each child a job to do and the feast would be made.  
For dinner there might be a roast chicken, beef or pheasant with all the 
trimmings, followed by Christmas pudding. For very large families there 
would have to be two sittings.  For the rest of the day the children could 
play with their new toys, listen to the family radio, and then off to bed.  
Grateful thanks to Sue Greaves and the Daykin family for their help in 
writing this article. 
And finally may I wish you all a very happy Christmas and best wishes for the 
New Year. 

Michael Parker, (Chairman) Syderstone Local History Group 
Email: michaelparker1@btinternet.com / 07805 894284 
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NEWS FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH 
 

On 9th December at 4.00 pm there is the Contemplative Prayer Group. 
The Carol Service is on Friday 19th December at 6.00 pm and there will 
be mulled wine and mince pies to follow. 
 

Details of our regular Eucharist, Praise Services and Morning Worship 
Services are all on the Noticeboard and in the Benefice Calendar. 
Website www.creakesbenefice.org  
 

For information:  
Fr Clive Wylie* - mobile: 07970 875 052 
Email: rector@creakesbenefice.org (*not available Mondays) 
Church Warden Mr Paul Offord - 01485 528 450 
Email: pauljeanne@btinternet.com 

PCC secretary Mrs Julie Goddard - 07515 648928      
Email: julia.a.goddard@gmail.com     

      

Serving the communities of Barmer, Blenheim Park, Syderstone  
& Wicken Green 

STANHOE METHODIST CHURCH 
 

A warm welcome awaits you at your nearest Methodist Church just 
down the road in Stanhoe.  
We meet on alternate Sunday mornings at 11am, and finish our services 
with a time of fellowship and drinks and biscuits - or cakes! 
 

Dates for this winter are as follows: 
November 9th: Morning Service 
November 23rd: Service of Holy Communion led by our own Minister: 
Rev. Dr. Richman Ncube 
December 7th: Morning Service 
December 21st: Christmas Carol Service - children are welcome.  Led by 
Rev. Dr. Ncube. 
January 4th & 18th 2026: Morning Service 
February 1st & 15th: Morning Service 
 

For more information contact our Minister: Rev. Dr. Richman Ncube on 
01485 570 232; or local Church Stewards: Judith Chaloner on 578 630; 
Elizabeth MacLeod on 578 392. 

http://www.creakesbenefice.org
mailto:rector@creakesbenefice.org
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SYDERSTONE COMMUNITY ARCHIVE 
 

Photographs of the Chudleigh and Kidd family have kindly been donated. 
We have a photo of schoolchildren playing in ‘The Fort’ in 1984 at  
Syderstone school. If you think you can name anybody please get in 
touch. 
 

Sheila Riches: sheilarriches@btinternet.com / 01485 578171 

 

STANHOE & BARWICK WI – first Thursday afternoon of the month 
2.00pm at Stanhoe Reading Room 
 

Have you ever wondered what goes on at a modern W.I? Here at  
Stanhoe and Barwick WI - whether you are into crafts, cookery or even 
campaigning, whether you’re looking for friendship, fun or fascinating 
speakers - we have all that and so much more.  
 

Our next few meetings include : 
December 4th – Juyna Lewis: Christmas Traditions 
January 8th 2026 – Medical Detection Dogs 
February 5th 2026 – Lucy Mckitterick from King’s Lynn Night Shelter 
 

Why not come along and see for yourself? Visitors always welcome. 
 

Contact stanhoeandbarwickwi@gmail.com for more details. 
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AMY ROBSART VILLAGE HALL, SYDERSTONE  
Registered Charity No. 271842 

 

We would like to wish everyone in Syderstone, Wicken Green, Blenheim 
Park and Tattersett a very Happy Christmas and New Year.  

 

Thank you for your continued support this year and we look forward to 
2026 with plans for new activities and events. This includes ideas to  
celebrate 50 years of the Amy Robsart Village Hall - watch this space! 
 

Booking the Hall 
If you are interested in booking the hall please contact Martin Bateman,  
Bookings Manager (07970 128 411). 

WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE AMY ROBSART VILLAGE HALL? 
 

You are very welcome to attend any of these by contacting the named 
person in each case. All our groups are friendly and inexpensive. They are 
places to make new friends and have a relaxed and enjoyable time. See 
back page for village events. 
 
 

COFFEE MORNING      Weekly  
Contact: Anita Taylor (01485 578524)  Wednesday 10.30 – 12.00 
 

TECH SKILLS FOR LIFE      Monthly - 3rd Wednesday 
Drop in session for technology advice/help  10.00 – 12.00 
 

ARTS & CRAFTS       Weekly 
Contact: Jan Simkin (0779 6164824)    Wednesday 1.45 - 4.15 
 

VILLAGE HALL POST OFFICE     Weekly 
Contact: Steve Kidd (07772 613725)   Wednesday 9.15 – 12.00 
 

GAMES AT THE VILLAGE HALL    Weekly 
Contact: jen@syderstonevh.co.uk    Thursday 1.30 – 3.00 
 

SYDERSTONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP   Monthly – 1st Thursday 
Contact: Michael Parker (07805 894284)  7.30  
Email: michaelparker1@btinternet.com 
 

SHORT MAT BOWLS     Weekly 
        Tuesday 4.00—6.00 
 

Pilates will be taking a winter break — classes will resume in the spring!  

Answer from page 14—The Immigrant Song by Led Zeppelin 
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SYDERSTONE COMMUNITY FACEBOOK PAGE  
Is a great way to keep track of what’s  
happening and share information. Want to join?  
 

You’ll need the Facebook app on your phone or  
tablet then search for ‘Syderstone Community’.  
 

Simply apply to join (as it is a closed group) and just 
answer a few questions about your connection with 
Syderstone.   

SYDERSTONE COMMUNITY ARTS AND CRAFTS GROUP 
Winter/Spring term starts on Wednesday 7th January 2026 (1.45pm – 
4.15pm) and we meet every Wednesday until 1st April, with a one week 
break on 18th February.   
Group meetings are held at the Amy Robsart Village Hall. The term fee is 
£18 which includes refreshments.  
New members are welcome. Just bring along whatever you’re working 
on.  
For more information contact Jan Simkin (jansmkin@gmail.com) 

Funding Opportunities for Local Projects 
Got an idea to bring people together, celebrate village life, or improve 
our community? 
Two local grant schemes could help turn your ideas into reality! 
Norfolk Community Fund – Offers grants up to £2,500 for community-
led projects such as village events, arts activities, and wellbeing or  
environmental initiatives. Applications are made through the  
Crowdfunder website, and some projects may receive extra funding from 
Norfolk County Council. 
Find out more or apply at 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/funds/norfolk-community-fund 
For advice, contact County Cllr Michael Chenery  
michael.chenery.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk | 07920 286638 
BCKLWN Councillor Community Grant Scheme – Provides £50–£1,000 
for small, community-based projects such as play area improvements, 
village celebrations, or wellbeing activities. 
Apply online: www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/community_grants 

mailto:jansmkin@gmail.com
https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20228/community_grants/913/councillor_community_grant_scheme?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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From Syderstone to Hollywood 
On the wall, in Syderstone village hall, 
is a list of names, which includes a 
Crisp. In the graveyard, over the road, 
the records show that many Crisp  
family members were buried there. 
So, how does the journey from  
Syderstone to Hollywood start? Let’s 
head back to 1722 when a Susanna 
Paul was born in Norfolk, at present 
we don’t know the name of her  
husband, but we do know that they 
had a son, James Crisp, in 1746, also in 
Norfolk. 
James married Ann and they had a son, 
James, in Syderstone on 19th May 1777. James married Dorothy Breeze, on 
31st October 1796, and they had thirteen children in nineteen years! 
Their son, Jonathan, was born in 1809 and married Elizabeth Murton on 5th 
December 1831 in Redgrave, Suffolk. Two of their ten children were twins, 
James and Ann, who were born in Syderstone in 1835. They were christened 
on 12th April 1935. By 1841 the family were living in Redgrave. 
James married Elizabeth Christy on 11th May 1860, in Bromley in Bow, in the 
East End of London. James is listed as a groom and his father (shown as John 
on the marriage certificate) as a carter. They lived for the rest of their lives 
at 3, Clay Hall Road. 
James and Elizabeth had ten children, one of whom, Mark, was well known 
to the local police, he was covered in an array of tattoos and was often in 
prison! 
Another was George, born on 27th July 1882 in Old Ford, Bow. 
George is better known to millions as Donald Crisp, the Hollywood actor, 
director and producer. Family folklore says that his brother-in-law, James 
Needham (husband of Alice Louisa Crisp born in 1877) lent George the  
money to travel to the states. 
In 1901, George is listed as a driver of a horse drawn vehicle. Just five years 
later he made that journey to America. 
On 19th December 1917, George married Marie Stark in Los Angeles, but the 

marriage didn’t last. He later married Jane Murfin in 1932. He never had any  
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children, but the marriage didn’t last. He later married Jane Murfin in 1932. 
He never had any children, but remained close to his sisters Alice and Eliza. 
The sisters married two Needham brothers, Alfred and James. Sadly, Alfred 
was killed in Ypres, France on 25th March 1915, leaving behind four  
daughters, Lila, Helen, Freda and Ivy . 
George took Eliza and her girls to Hollywood, and they even appeared in one 
of his films, but they settled back in London, and he would stay with them 
when visiting or filming at Shepperton Studios. 
A quick search for Donald Crisp will show that he was an astute business-
man, who became an advisor for the Bank of America. He appeared in as 
many as four hundred two-reel and feature length productions, and  
directed and produced many, many films, sometime being credited as James 
Needham (we believe this was so he could work for another studio, but it is 
interesting he chose the name of his brother-in-law).  
He was given a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame on 8th February 1960, 
having won an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor for his role in How Green is  
My Valley. 
A blue plaque was erected in Aberfeldy in Scotland, as at the time they  
believed that he was born there – probably a story to come from the  
studios when making Greyfriar’s Bobby! It was later removed. 
George died on 25th May 1974 in Van Neys, California, aged 91. He had  
family close by, having sponsored his niece Ivy’s son, John, to move to the 
states many years before. 
I have done lots of research over the years, helped by John and his cousin in 
the past, and have endeavoured to correct George’s birthplace etc,  
wherever I have found Aberfeldy given!  
I would love to know more about the Crisp family and their time in  
Syderstone, and if any descendants still live in the village, or nearby. 
George’s DNA would have had strong Syderstone roots. 
My connection is through my husband, Steve, the Great Grandson of Alice 
Crisp and James Needham. 
If anyone has more information, or can correct any errors, then please do 
let me know ruth@thejewells.co.uk. 
Thank you to everyone who made us feel so welcome, when we called into 
the coffee morning. The jam, raffle prize and cake were all much enjoyed, as 
was your company and the tea and coffee. We hope to be back to stay in 
Teacup Cottage again soon.                     Ruth Jewell 
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NATURALLY SYDERSTONE - V for Victory 
 

High cries lift our eyes to glimpse 
the daily commute at pink dawn 
and dusk, a raggedy arrow  
formation tugged back and forth 
like a tide between here and the 
Wash. These are Norfolk’s  
pink-footed geese. Visitors gasp at 
the one-off spectacle; Syderstone 
knows them all winter long. 
But what do we know of their  
other lives, their summers  
unseen? Pink-footed geese come 
from the land of the ice and 
snow*. They touch down at the 
melting of an Iceland river gorge, lift off again before the landscape turns 
to an outdoor freezer. And what of the in between? 
The geese have chosen the wildest of wildernesses in which to nest,  
boggy places where no humans go, where even mosquitoes cannot 
whine, places that Iceland’s only native mammal, the arctic fox, cannot 
reach. And a good thing too, because the birds are ground-nesters. If 
predators could get to them then this would be fox in a hen coop stuff, 
for pink-foots can nest at densities of 130 pairs per square kilometre. The 
birds are paired for life and they’ll probably get the hang of this breeding 
business in their third summer. Bless them. 
Dinner is a beakful of sedges, and perhaps afters of moss. These birds are 
great walkers en famille. Picture mum, dad and four or five kids leaving 
the nest and sauntering over rough ground, covering maybe 15 miles in a 
day to find a spot where the grazing is good. Back in Britain, they’re  
managing on winter fare of wheat and barley tailings, lost spuds and  
sugar beet. In Iceland (and the eastern flanks of Greenland), they are 
spoiled with damp delicacies. 
Next time you see a skein in the sky and hear that song from Scandinavia, 
raise a glass to Norfolk’s Vikings. 
 

(*Lyrics from a famous song.   Find the answer on page 9) 
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DECEMBER 

4th Stanhoe and Barwick WI 2.00pm Reading Room, Stanhoe 

4th Local History Group  7.30pm Village Hall 

5th Mobile Library 2.10 – 2.40pm Ashside / Village Hall 

11th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 

19th Carol Service 6.00pm St Mary’s Church 

JANUARY 
2nd Mobile Library 2.10 – 2.40pm Ashside / Village Hall 

8th Stanhoe and Barwick WI 2.00pm Reading Room, Stanhoe 

8th Local History Group 7.30pm Village Hall 

15th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 

30th Mobile Library 2.10 – 2.40pm Ashside / Village Hall 

FEBRUARY 

5th Stanhoe and Barwick WI 2.00pm Reading Room, Stanhoe 

5th Local History Group 7.30pm Village Hall 

19th Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 

27th Mobile Library 2.10 – 2.40pm Ashside / Village Hall 

What’s on … events taking place through the month 
Details of weekly events at the village hall such as Short Mat Bowls, Games and Cards, 
Arts and Crafts and Coffee mornings are not included in this list (see p 9). 

Photo courtesy of P Wood  Photo courtesy of D Niemann 


