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AUTUMN EDITION                     2026 

Credit: P Wood 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of The Natterjack!  
As always, The Natterjack shares village news, events, and stories,  
helping to keep our community connected through the seasons.  

Proudly funded by the Parish Council, it’s your newsletter — so if you 
have any local news, memories, or updates to share, we’d love to hear 

from you. 
Please Contact: Sarah Harvey 

Tel: 01328 823391 | E:  clerk@syderstone-pc.gov.uk 
WINTER EDITION DEADLINE for contributions 9th November 2026 



2 

 

SYDERSTONE PARISH COUNCILLORS  
Dawn Niemann – Chair        01485 576217 
Simon Wood—Vice-Chair      01485 576297 
Debs Candy        07951 317570 
Dave Daly         01485 576222 
Dawn Harris        01485 578681  
Andy Knight        07973 741098  
Paul Welland       01485 576249 
 

Parish Clerk: Sarah Harvey     01328 823391 
 
Parish correspondence:  
By post: Byanoak, Leicester Road, South Creake, NR21 9PW 
Email: clerk@syderstonepc.gov.uk 
Website: www.syderstonevillageandpc.info 
 
 

Parish Council meetings - all take place at 7.30pm:  The next meeting dates 
are, the 8th September, 15th October and 19th November.  
Please note that the Parish Council meeting to be held in September will take 

place on a Tuesday as opposed to a Thursday evening. 
 
 

For up to date information for meetings please visit the Parish Council website - 
www.syderstonevillageandpc.info  
 

Members of the public are welcome and there is an opportunity to make  
comments or ask questions of the Council during the meeting. 

 

SYDERSTONE COMMUNITY  
FACEBOOK PAGE  

 
Is a great way to keep track of what’s  
happening and share information. 
Want to join?  
 

You’ll need the Facebook app on your 
phone or tablet then search for 
‘Syderstone Community’.  
 

Simply apply to join (as it is a closed 
group) and just answer a few questions 
about your connection with  
Syderstone.   

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syderstonevillageandpc.info%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C1ce73c8274494910783a08dc6ab39095%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638502566660355648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.syderstonevillageandpc.info%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C1ce73c8274494910783a08dc6ab39095%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638502566660355648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
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An update from Dawn Niemann, Chair of Syderstone Parish Council  
There has been plenty going on over the past few months, with several  
projects and improvements moving forward across the village. Here is a 
brief update on what has been happening and what is coming up next.  
Welcome to Our New Councillor 
We are pleased to welcome Dawn Harris, who was recently co-opted onto 
the Parish Council. Dawn's appointment fills the remaining vacancy and 
brings the Council back up to its full complement of members. We look  
forward to her joining us in September.  
New Parish Council Noticeboards 
We are delighted to have secured £2,946 from the Jack's Lane Wind Farm 
Community Benefit Fund towards two new Parish Council  
noticeboards.  
The new aluminium boards will be located at the Amy Robsart Village Hall 
and Docking Road/The Street, providing improved, weather-resistant space 
for Council notices and information. The old noticeboard on the Rectory wall 
will be removed and will not be replaced at that location.  
The new boards have now been ordered and will be installed following  
delivery.  
Norman Way Street Light 
Following consideration of the options for the streetlight at Norman Way, 
the Council agreed that the existing column should be removed rather than 
replaced.  
Freebridge Community Housing has contributed £500 towards the cost of 
the work, and the necessary agreement with UK Power Networks has now 
been completed. We are working with the contractor to arrange the  
disconnection and removal of the column.  
Village Defibrillator 
Following problems with the existing public access defibrillator at the Amy 
Robsart Village Hall earlier this summer, the Council has agreed to purchase 
a new Mindray C1A defibrillator and heated external cabinet.  
Arrangements are now being made for the electrical installation of the new 
cabinet. In the meantime, temporary provision is in place to ensure that a 
defibrillator remains available. We will provide a further update once the 
new equipment has been installed. 
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Village Sign – Norman Way 
Work to reinstate the village sign at Norman Way is continuing, although the 
removal of the original post and concrete base has proved more difficult 
than anticipated. We appreciate residents’ patience and remain grateful to 
the volunteers giving their time to help resolve the issue.  
Play Area – Repairs and Looking to the Future 
There has been plenty happening at the children's play area following the 
annual inspection earlier this year.  
Recent work has included replacing a support post on the multi-play  
equipment, renewing the decking to the embankment slide, replacing swing 
components and installing a new basketball net. Further work includes  
replacement timbers for the cableway ramp, repainting the swing frame and 
tree work to improve clearance around the swings.  
Alongside these repairs, we are also looking at the longer-term future of the 
play area and playing field, including the possible replacement of the  
existing multi-play equipment and the potential provision of a shelter.  
We would like to hear from you 
Our community consultation is now underway, and we would love to hear 
from as many residents as possible about how the play area and playing 
field are used and what you would like to see there in the future.  
Your views will help us decide our priorities and provide valuable evidence 
when applying for external funding.  
Simply scan the QR code on the consultation poster in this edition of The 
Natterjack to take part.  
Thank you to everyone who has already completed the survey and to those 
who have helped with the recent work at the play area.  
A Reminder About Dogs 
Finally, a gentle reminder that dogs are not permitted on the playing field or 
within the children's play area, even when kept on a lead.  
We know that the vast majority of dog owners are responsible, but this  
restriction helps keep an area used for children's play and recreation clean, 
safe and enjoyable for everyone. Please help us by respecting the signage 
and keeping dogs off the playing field.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Credit: Norman Riches 
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SYDERSTONE COMMUNITY ARCHIVE  
This summer I have been concentrating on researching some family  
histories for local people, this together with some very enjoyable  
holidays means that the archive material is also having a summer break.  
Come the autumn it will be all systems go again, especially in  

collaboration with the Syderstone Local History Group. 
 
Sheila Riches: sheilarriches@btinternet.com / 01485 578171 

Old Syderstonians Reunions  
We are celebrating our 20th year running the Reunions, only made  
possible by the continuing support of our Old Syderstonian friends.  
The next get together is on Saturday October 4th at 2pm in the ARVH.  
Everyone welcome, especially present residents of Syderstone. Come 
along and find out more about your village history from a group of  
people with amazing memories and many amusing anecdotes to tell.  
This, together with refreshments and the infamous raffle makes it an  
unmissable afternoon.  
Sheila Riches: sheilarriches@btinternet.com / 01485 578171 

STANHOE & BARWICK WI - first Thursday afternoon of the month 
2.00pm at Stanhoe Reading Room. 
 
Have you ever wondered what happens at a modern WI?  Why not join 
us at Stanhoe and Barwick WI to find out. Whether you're looking for 
friendship, informative speakers or visits to fascinating places, we have 
something for everyone. Visitors and new members are always welcome. 
 
Our next meetings include:  
3rd September - Norfolk Accident Rescue Service (Diane Clark) 
1st October - Education and Women at Cambridge and Norfolk School 
Readers (Penny Hubbard). 
5th November - Protecting Our Royal Family (David Reeve, retired royal 
protection officer). 
 
Contact stanhoebarwickWI@gmail.com for more details. 

mailto:stanhoebarwickWI@gmail.com
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TECH SKILLS FOR LIFE 
 
Do you live in Norfolk?  
Do you need to book appointments, buy 
things online, or apply for jobs, but struggle 
with your device or data?   
Do your children need to do their homework, 
but you do not have a laptop or internet  
access at home?   
Need some help with a task like filling out an online form?  
 
Or want to learn more about staying safe from scams?   
Whether you’re a beginner or have been online for a while, Tech Skills 
for Life is here to help!    
Our friendly community tech coaches will help you find new ways to use 
the internet that will help you in your everyday life.   
They can:  
 Give you the skills and confidence to be safe online and use your 

tablet, laptop, or smartphone however you want   
 Help you find out how to borrow a smartphone, tablet or laptop or 

talk through options to access a device to keep if you are eligible.  
 Help you get internet services like free mobile data, cheap broad-

band tariffs, and much more   
 Suggest other things, like social groups or learning, to help you 

along the way    
Whether you are completely new to digital technology or want to build 
on existing skills, we will support you at your pace.    
It’s easy to get in touch. You, or someone you trust, can call us on  
01485 536420. The line is open Monday-Friday, 9 am-5 pm, and a  
community tech coach will answer your call, or you'll be able to leave a 
message, and they'll call you back as soon as possible. We also have a 
quick online form on our website that you or someone you trust can fill, 
please search for Tech Skills for Life - Norfolk County Council.  

Continued overleaf…  

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/38923
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AMY ROBSART VILLAGE HALL, SYDERSTONE  
Registered Charity No. 271842 

 

Hall bookings are gradually increasing, and the hall and its facilities are 
becoming increasingly popular. 
 
Our Pub Nights continue to be well supported, and the barbecue at the 
most recent event was a great success. We also screened the Football 
World Cup quarter-final and semi-final on the big screen. Both were well 
attended, showing once again how the hall can bring the community  
together to enjoy major events. 
 
Further events are being planned, and we are looking to invest in an  

air-conditioning system to  
improve the comfort of  
everyone attending events and 
using the hall. 
 
As always, the ARVH  
Committee would like to thank 
everyone for their continued 
support. 
 
Remember, this is your ARVH! 
 
Steve Kidd  

(Chair, Village Hall Committee) 

Credit: N Riches 

After you contact us, we will arrange to meet you in a trusted space  
where you  feel safe, like the library or a local coffee shop, where we will 
provide you with help and information.  
 

Why not get in touch today with Tech Skills for Life?  
 
Next drop-in sessions at The Amy Robsart Village 
Hall:  
Wednesday 21st October – 10:30am to 12noon 
Wednesday 20th January – 10:30am to 12noon 
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE AMY ROBSART VILLAGE HALL? 
 

You are very welcome to attend any of these by contacting the named 
person in each case. All our groups are friendly and inexpensive. They are 
places to make new friends and have a relaxed and enjoyable time.  
See back page for village events. 
 
 

COFFEE MORNING      Weekly  
Contact:  Julie Parker (07805 894284)  Wednesday 10.30 – 12.00 
 
ARTS & CRAFTS       Weekly 
Contact: Jan Simkin (0779 6164824)    Wednesday 1.45 - 4.15 
 
VILLAGE HALL POST OFFICE     Weekly 
Contact: Steve Kidd (07772 613725)   Wednesday 9.00 – 12.00 
 
SYDERSTONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP   Monthly – 1st Thursday 
Contact: Michael Parker (07805 894284)  Thursday 7.30  
Email: michaelparker1@btinternet.com 
 
SHORT MAT BOWLS     Weekly 
Contact: Anita Taylor (01485 578524)  Tuesday 4.00—6.00 
 

 
SYDERSTONE COMMUNITY  
ARTS AND CRAFTS GROUP 

 

Autumn term starts on Wednesday 16th  
September 2026 and we meet every  
Wednesday until 16th December, with a one 
week break on 28th  October.  
Meetings are held at the Amy Robsart  

Village Hall (1.45pm – 4.15pm).  The term fee is £19.50 which includes 
refreshments.   
New members are welcome. Just bring along whatever you're working 
on.   
For more information contact Jan Simkin (jansmkin@gmail.com). 

mailto:jansmkin@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH 
 

You can find details of all our usual services on the church noticeboard or 
in the Creakes Benefice calendar.  A warm welcome awaits you at all our 
services, with fellowship, coffee and cake afterwards. 
 
Our Harvest Festival will take place at 6.00pm on Friday 30th October,  
followed by a two-course supper in the Amy Robsart Village Hall. Look 
out for posters nearer the time or contact Julie Goddard for further  
details. 
 
Our Autumn Fair will be held from 10.30am to 2.30pm on Saturday 14th 
November. Look out for posters nearer the time or contact Julie Goddard 
for more information.  
 

For information:  
Fr Clive Wylie* - mobile: 07970 875 052  
Email: rector@creakesbenefice.org (*not available Mondays) 
Church Warden Mr Paul Offord - 07443 873 686 
Email: pauljeanne@btinternet.com 

PCC secretary Mrs Julie Goddard - 07515 648 928      
Email: julia.a.goddard@gmail.com     
 
Website www.creakesbenefice.org  
 

     Serving the communities of Barmer, Blenheim Park,  
Syderstone & Wicken Green 

 
 

Credit: N Riches 

mailto:rector@creakesbenefice.org
http://www.creakesbenefice.org


11 

 

Remembering Gerry Taylor—A Life Lived in Full Colour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many residents will be saddened to learn of the passing of Gerry Taylor, 
a well-known and much-loved member of the Syderstone community.  
Gerry contributed to village life in many ways over the years, including 
through his work with the Parish Council, and was remembered at his 
memorial service as a man who truly lived life "in full colour". With the 
kind permission of his family, we are pleased to share the opening verses 
of the tribute written by his daughters, Cheryl Claxton and  
Lisa Taylor-Roberts. The full poem can be found on the village website.  
Thank you all for gathering here today, 
To celebrate Gerry Taylor in our own special way. 
If he were here now, he'd be working the room, 
He'd be organising, chatting and dispelling any gloom.  
He'd be so delighted to see such a fabulous crowd, 
For Dad lived boldly and Dad lived loud. 
For eighty-six years he embraced every single day, 
Never content to just fade away.   
Read the full tribute - The complete poem, Gerry Taylor – A Life Lived in 
Full Colour, is available on the Syderstone village website by visiting: 
www.syderstonevillageandpc.info 

Credit: Lisa Taylor-Roberts  
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SYDERSTONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP  
The Reverend Norman Fourdrinier 
 
For much of the history of Syderstone the Rector would have been one of 
the most important people in the village. One of the most notable was the  
Reverend Norman Fourdrinier who was rector of Syderstone for some 20 
years. 

He was born in Middlesex in 1890. 
When he was 21 he worked in an 
office in London and in his spare 
time he joined the Territorial Army. 
When WW1 started he joined the 
army and went to war. He was  
promoted to Captain but in May 
1915 he was severely wounded, with 
wounds that were not healed till 
after the war ended. 
 

In 1921 he was running a fruit and vegetable farm, unmarried but head of a 
large household which included his widowed mother and numerous  
relations. 
 
Then in 1937 he joined the Church and was ordained. He was firstly a  
Curate in a village in the Midlands and then moved to Syderstone as Rector. 
Here his mother and a niece came to look after him and the Rectory. 
 
In 1939 WW2 broke out and the Rector helped to lead the village through 
the war. As well as leading the religious fight against the enemy he joined 
the Syderstone Local Defence Volunteers (Dads Army). As a former Captain 
he became their Commanding Officer and thus also led the military fight. 
After the war he continued to be the Officiating Chaplain to RAF Sculthorpe, 
as well a being a JP on the Docking bench  
 
He continued to look after the village. He was very proud of the village and 
the people who lived in it, parishioners or not. He had a keen  interest in the 
local Flower Show, and donated a silver cup for the most successful local 
exhibitor.  
 
His great passion was for the local history of Syderstone and the nearby  
areas. In the Norfolk Record Office are 7 boxes of mostly handwritten  
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documents created by Rev. Fourdrinier. They include notes, articles, drafts 
for books and maps of the history of the area and the people who were  
involved with it. 
 
In 1951 he married Mrs Honor Clive, a widow from near to Worcester. She 
joined her husband at Syderstone and they lived there until 1963. He then 
transferred to a parish near Tewksbury and lived there until his death in 1965. 
 
Michael Parker, (Chairman) Syderstone Local History Group 
Email: michaelparker1@btinternet.com / 07805 894284 
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NATURALLY SYDERSTONE - Our churchyard mystery  
Take a walk around the gravestones of the church and you can’t fail to 
spot some of the most puzzling living things known to science. Those  
rosette splashes of yellow, grey and green are called lichens. That much 
is understood. Yet what exactly they consist of is still open to debate, for 
these are hybrid organisms. They are certainly fungi, but also algae and – 
a recent discovery – possibly also cyanobacteria too.  
How they relate to each other is more than a little baffling. Fungi can’t 
produce their own food – the sugars they need they’ll take from plants 
that photosynthesise carbon. But they do provide a structure. So think of 
fungi as the landlord renting out a house, while algae and bacteria are 
the green tenants, paying rent in sugar. The tenants seem to get a good 
deal, for the sheltering fungi protect them from drying out and UV  
radiation, and bitter chemicals in the fungi deter slugs and snails from 
grazing them. The green team may even get access to minerals that the 
fungi get from the stone.  
It gets even stranger. Scientists have recently discovered that lichens also 
contain yeasts and bacteria that cannot photosynthesise. So what are 
they all doing there?  

How lichens live is pretty odd too. 
Our gravestones are chiselled out of 
different rocks, and each type of  
lichen has its favoured stones. Unlike 
plants, they can’t store water, but 
they are able to simply stop growing 
when they can’t get any, then start 
up again when it’s wet. So in those 
parched months of the summer just 
gone, they will have been totally  
inert. And they are exceedingly  
slow-growing. Some of those lichens 
will have been there before you were 
born, and they’ll be there long after 
you’re gone. Whatever they are 
made of! 

Credit: D Niemann 
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Credit: D Niemann 
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SEPTEMBER 
3rd Stanhoe and Barwick WI 2.00pm Reading Room, Stanhoe 

3rd Local History Group  7.30pm Village Hall (ARVH) 

8th Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall (ARVH) 

11th Mobile Library 2.10 – 2.40pm Ashside / Village Hall 

OCTOBER 
1st Stanhoe and Barwick WI 2.00pm Reading Room, Stanhoe 

1st Local History Group 7.30pm Village Hall (ARVH) 

4th Syderstonians Reunion 2.00pm Village Hall (ARVH) 

9th Mobile Library 2.10 – 2.40pm Ashside / Village Hall 

15th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm Village Hall (ARVH) 

21st Tech Skills for Life 10:30 to 12noon Village Hall (ARVH) 

30th Harvest Festival & Supper 6.00pm St Mary’s Church / ARVH 

NOVEMBER 

WHAT’S ON … events taking place through the month 
Details of weekly events at the village hall such as Short Mat Bowls,  Arts and 
Crafts and Coffee mornings are not included in this list (see p 9). 

5th Stanhoe and Barwick WI 2.00pm Reading Room, Stanhoe 

5th Local History Group  7.30pm Village Hall (ARVH) 

6th Mobile Library 2.10 – 2.40pm Ashside / Village Hall 

14th Autumn Fair 10.30 - 2.30pm  Village Hall (ARVH) 

19th Parish Council meeting 7.30pm Village Hall (ARVH) 

Credit: N Riches 


