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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
Held Thursday 20*" November in Amy Robsart Hall

PRESENT: Clir D Niemann (Chair), Clir D Candy, Clir P Welland, Clir S Wood
and the Clerk/RFO, Sarah Harvey
County Councillor M Chenery of Horsbrugh
Borough Councillor C Morley
Members of the Public — 1

B W=

oo

Welcome from the Chair: The Chair welcomed all those present to the meeting.
Apologies for Absence: It was AGREED to accept apologies for absence from Clir A Knight.
Declarations of Interest on Agenda Items: None.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 16" October 2025 were circulated before the meeting. It was
PROPOSED by Clir D Candy, SECONDED by ClIr S Wood and AGREED that the minutes were a
correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair, Clir D Niemann.

Parishioner’s Questions and Statements (15 minutes): None.

To consider the Clerks Report (Matters arising for information only):

Casual Vacancy: The Clerk reported that Electoral Services had confirmed receipt of the Parish
Council’'s emails regarding the casual vacancy notice. However, Electoral Services were currently
dealing with a backlog and a response had therefore been delayed. Members noted that a further
update would be provided in due course and that the necessary notices would be displayed by the Clerk
upon receipt.

SAM2 Posts: The Clerk advised that the Locality Designer had been contacted on two separate
occasions following the last Parish Council meeting, but no response had been received. In light of the
continued lack of progress, the matter had now been escalated to the Highways Engineer, with Clir
Michael Chenery copied into the correspondence, in the hope of moving the project forward.

Winter Edition of The Natterjack: The Clerk reported that the winter edition of The Natterjack was
now complete and would be available for delivery from 27th November. A final draft had been circulated
and would be reviewed by Clirs D Niemann and S Wood prior to submission to the printers on 19th
November.

To receive a report from County Councillor Michael Chenery: Clir M Chenery advised that he would
provide the Parish Council with a letter of support for the Parish Partnership Scheme bid, which was
due to be submitted in early December. He also confirmed that he would contribute £500 towards the
project from his Local Member Fund.

Clir M Chenery further stated that he would supply direct contact details for the officer at Norfolk County
Council responsible for the Norfolk Community Fund.

It was noted that the NCC Members’ Briefing Reports provided by Clir M Chenery had been circulated
to Parish Councillors by email prior to the meeting.

To receive a report from Borough Councillor Chris Morley: Clir C Morley reported on the
introduction of a new strategy for the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and confirmed that all Parish
Councils had been formally updated on the changes.

He further advised that he was in the process of preparing the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and
West Norfolk (BCKLWN) finances for the forthcoming financial year. Early indications suggested that
there would likely be a 4.1% increase in Council Tax.
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Members were informed that precept requirements for Parish Councils must be submitted by 27th
January. It was also noted that the precept would likely be paid in two six-monthly instalments.

Clir Morley also highlighted the availability of the Hardship Fund, which could provide financial support
to residents experiencing financial difficulties. In addition, he drew attention to the Eco Energy grants,
which were available to assist low-income households who were unable to afford necessary upgrades
to their homes and heating systems.

9. Planning:

9.1 To consider plans at the time of publishing: None.

9.2 To consider plans since publication of agenda: None.

9.3 To consider outcomes of planning — approved/withdrawn by the Borough Council:
25/01088/F - HOUSEHOLDER - Single storey extension, The Stockyard, Creake Road.
Application Permitted - 15 October 2025 - Delegated Decision.

25/01419/F - Householder: Detached Garage, Arwyn, 13 Ashside.
Application Refused - 4 November 2025 - Delegated Decision.

10. Finance:
10.1  To note accounts for payment funder the Late Payments Interest Act (1998): None.
10.2 To approve the accounts for payment in October:

Cozens (UK) Ltd (Street Lighting Maintenance Sept/Oct/Nov) 90.00 BACS
St Mary’s Church (Donation) 25.00 BACS
Royal British Legion (Donation) 50.00 CHQ

D Niemann (Reimbursement of costs for Litter Pick Refreshments) 22.73 BACS
D Daly (Post for slide & Combination Padlock for Playing Field Gate) 63.79 BACS
M Bateman (Reimbursement of costs for Litter Pick Refreshments) 15.00 BACS
S Wood (Winter Edition of The Natterjack Delivery Fee) 25.00 BACS
Clerk’s Salary & Expenses (16" October to 19" November 2025) 483.38 BACS
HMRC Income Tax Payment 21.80 BACS

10.3 To note the finance received during October 2025: None.

10.4 To approve the October 2025 financial statement: it was AGREED to accept the October 2025
statement, which was signed by the Chair, Clir D Niemann.

10.5 To approve a donation using s137 of the Local Government Act 1972 to the East Anglian Air
Ambulance: it was AGREED that a donation of £50.00 would be made to the East Anglian Air
Ambulance.

11. Parish Councillors Reports

11.1  Village Speedwatch and relocating of SAM2 signs: Clir P Welland reported that no Speedwatch
sessions had taken place during the previous month. He also advised that the SAM2 speed
indicator sign had now been relocated to the bottom end of The Street in order to monitor vehicle
speeds in that area and help raise driver awareness.

11.2 Attendance at the Priority Setting Meeting (formerly SNAP): Clir P Welland advised that he had
attended the meeting held on 20th October, where matters relating to anti-social behaviour and
speeding within the area were discussed. He further reported that the next meeting was scheduled
to take place on 19th January 2026.

11.3 Playground Weekly Inspection Reports: no report was received.

11.4 Monitoring of Street Lights and Fire Hydrant List: no issues were noted.

11.5 NCF - Jack’s Lane Wind Farm Community Fund Panel: Clir D Candy advised that the Chiplow
Community Benefit Fund may open for applications in the near future. Clir D Candy confirmed that
she would liaise with the Norfolk Community Foundation to ascertain when the fund was likely to
open for applications.

11.6 Defibrillator on wall of ARVH: it was noted that there were no issues and that regular reports
continued to be sent to WEBNOS. Clir D Niemann advised that ‘Defibrillator Training’ had been
organised for Saturday 15" November and had been delivered by the East Anglian Air Ambulance.

11.7 Amy Robsart Village Hall Committee: Clir A Knights’ report to the Council was received and
noted. Following discussion, members agreed that a letter of support should be drafted to support
the Village Hall's bid for funding towards the installation of an air conditioning unit, which would
provide both heating and cooling to improve comfort and usability of the facility throughout the year.
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It was AGREED that the Clerk would prepare the letter of support on behalf of the Parish Council to
accompany the funding application.

Updates and on-going items

Update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan: Clir S Wood reported the outcome of the
Syderstone Neighbourhood Plan Referendum, which was held on Thursday 30 October 2025. A
total of 84 votes were cast, representing a turnout of 21.88% from an electorate of 384. Of those
voting, 64 votes (76.2%) were in favour of the Plan and 20 votes (23.8%) were against.

Members noted that, following the positive referendum result, the Borough Council of King’s Lynn
and West Norfolk (BCKLWN) had formally adopted the Syderstone Neighbourhood Plan, which
would now form part of the statutory development plan and be used in determining future planning
applications within the parish.

Update on Emergency Plan: Clir D Niemann circulated a copy of the draft Emergency Plan to
Members for their information and initial review. She advised that a further meeting would be held in
January to discuss the document in more detail and make any necessary amendments prior to
finalisation.

It was noted that, following this further meeting and completion of the final draft, the Emergency
Plan would be presented to the Parish Council for formal consideration and approval.

13 Open Spaces

13.1

13.2

SAM2 Speed Awareness Sigh — Review of Options and Costs: To review the available
options and costings for the purchase of a new SAM2 speed awareness sign and agree the
preferred option for inclusion in the Norfolk County Council Parish Partnership Scheme
funding application: The Council considered the quotations received from Westcotec for portable
Speed Awareness signs (SAM2 and SAM3), together with the supporting information provided.
Following discussion and comparison of the two models, Members agreed to proceed with the
purchase of the SAMS sign, noting its enhanced dual-colour display and improved functionality.

It was further agreed that the SAM3 unit would include the Bluetooth data collection option to enable
the monitoring and analysis of vehicle speed data. The costs were noted as follows:

e SAMS3 base unit: £3,445 (excluding VAT)

o Bluetooth data collection unit: £379 (excluding VAT)

This would bring the total cost to £3,824 (excluding VAT), excluding any optional extras such as
solar kit (£650), additional batteries (£84) or steel post installation (£195), should these be required.
Members also noted that this scheme forms part of the proposed Parish Partnership Scheme (PPS)
bid, which must be submitted by 1 December, and that the project had been reviewed and
supported by the Highways Engineer. It was further noted that the County Councillor had been
provided with the full documentation and requested to supply a letter of support and consider a
financial contribution from his Local Member Fund.

In addition, the Clerk was instructed to seek clarification as to whether the existing solar unit
currently owned by the Parish Council could be used with the new SAM3 unit, in order to assess
compatibility and potential cost savings.

Jack’s Lane Community Benefit Fund — Potential Bids: To consider potential projects that
may be suitable for submission to the Jack’s Lane Community Benefit Fund when the next
funding round opens in Spring 2026, and to agree any preparatory work in advance: The
Council discussed potential projects that may be suitable for submission to the Jack’s Lane
Community Benefit Fund when the next funding round opened in Spring 2026 and considered what
preparatory work could be undertaken in advance. It was noted that the maximum proposed bid
should not exceed £10,000.

It was agreed that the cost for the supply and installation of a new village notice board (A4 x 8
format) at the lower end of the village should be explored as a potential funding proposal. It was
further agreed that clarification would be sought regarding any planning permission requirements for
its installation.

Members also agreed to pursue an application for an electrical connection on the playing field to
support outdoor community events. This would involve initial discussions with UK Power Networks
(UKPN) to establish feasibility, costs and technical requirements. Clir P Welland confirmed that he
would meet with UKPN to discuss the proposed connection and report back to the Council.

An update on progress in relation to both potential projects would be provided at the January
meeting.
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14 To nominate a Parish Council representative to give a Christmas Carol Concert reading, if
requested: it was noted that should the Parish Council be requested to undertake a reading at the
Christmas Carol concert on 19" December, Clir S Wood would be happy to represent the Council.

15 Correspondence
To note any general correspondence received:
15.1 BCKLWN, CIL Funding Update for Parishes: received and noted.

16. A resolution to adjourn the meeting for Parishioners Questions and Statements: None.
17. To receive items for next Agenda: Staffing Subgroup Report.
18. To note the date of the next Parish Council Meeting — Thursday 11" December at 7.30 p.m.

Meeting closed: 8.45 pm.

............................................. Chair, 11" December 2025

THESE MINUTES ARE UNCONFIRMED UNTIL APPROVED BY FULL COUNCIL
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